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buted liberally -to these improvements. Of late years
tnese works have been carried on with increasing zeal.
In 1877 we saw some of the principal towns in Northern
India, and were struck with the contrast they presented
to their condition during the early years of our residence.
The filthiest place in Benares, which almost sickened me
every time I came near it, is now a beautiful garden,*with
a fine town-house attached to it. The very bulls of
Benares have been got rid of. No longer are these brutes
encountered in the streets.
My readers will.observe that I am far from agreeing with
those who describe our rule in India as an unmixed bless-
ing to its inhabitants.    It is undeniable that our rule,
because foreign, lies under great disadvantages.    I am
still farther removed from agreement with the extremely
pessimist views which  are sometimes advanced.    The
history of India rebuts the assertion that we have ac-
quired our sovereignty mainly by fraud; and whatever may
be said of other parts of India, no one acquainted with
Bengal and the North-Western Provinces can say that he
has there seen " the awful spectacle of a country inhabited
only by officials and peasants."   When one thinks of the
atrocious crimes, upheld by religious sanctions, such as
suttee and infanticide, which we have put down in the
face of determined opposition and even threats of rebel-
lion from the most honoured classes of the community,
it is strange to be told that '* before we went the people
were religious, chaste, sober, compassionate towards the
helpless, and patient under suffering," and that we have
corrupted them.   We are told that " while we have con-
ferred considerable advantages, the balance is wofully
against us."   As the result of long residence in India,
and of reading about India, I have come to the conclu-
sion the balance is immensely in our favour.

